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Thank you for your ongoing support for The Kabanda Trust and through us
for children attending Rock of Joy Children’s Centre in Lungujja, Uganda.
We assure you that we are still working to support Rock of Joy and we hope
that this newsletter will update you on what has been going on at Rock of
Joy in the last year and in the current situation.

New Nursery Building @ Rock of Joy
Last year Gordon & Sue Thomas were in Uganda to celebrate the opening of the
new Nursery School Building at Rock of Joy. This replaced the old wooden
classrooms (left) with a new purpose-built brick building (below) providing three
large, light and airy teaching areas with tiled floors as well as an outside play area
and flushing toilets! There is also a staff room, a kitchen and an office. The wellequipped building will have solar panels so that they can harness their own
electricity and they will be able to harvest rainwater from the roof.

Opening Day was an occasion of
great celebration.
The 300+
children all had a special meal at
lunchtime and then the local
Mayor, Member of Parliament,
members of the town council and
many parents packed into the
church building for speeches,
cake,
singing
and
dancing.
Everyone then went to the new
building where Gordon and the
Mayor cut the ribbon and excited
parents and children flooded into
the new classrooms whooping and
singing as they went!

Several parents commented that the Nursery School was like a palace and
were really thankful to the people in the UK who had helped create this special
place for their children. We are grateful to everyone who helped towards the
£40,000 cost and for the legacy we received which made it possible to
complete the building to a high standard. As well as a wonderful gift to Rock
of Joy, this building is also a gift to the community of Lungujja and will bless
them for years to come with permeant modern facilities for the youngest
children as well as somewhere to hold meetings and community events.

-

Effects of Covid – 19 on Rock of Joy

Uganda has been in lockdown since 18 March with businesses, all places of education and their public transport system shut
down. The closure of Rock of Joy School creates concern for the well-being of the children, most of whom will be at home
in very cramped conditions with very little food and often in challenging social situations. Your regular donations normally
allow us to make termly payments to the school so that the majority of children can attend for free, to cover their
educational and health needs and provide free accommodation for the staff. Their staff salaries are provided by 5
minibuses buses which earn daily income as part of the public transport system. Pastor Steve, the Director of Rock of
Joy wrote to us recently:

"Staff welfare remains our biggest challenge as the movement of all buses is banned during our lockdown. Our government
expects that employers will continue to furnish their salaries as though school was still running and so we need to pay our
teachers, but we have no income to do this. Our food suppliers for school are struggling to reach us in Lungujja and our teachers
and other people are each day requesting food to help them and their families survive. We have a big worry with this as the
source of our teachers’ salaries have been stopped from operating and cannot help us. We kindly request that you help us if
you can. We keep in mind our beloved people, that you too are going through a rough time through this Covid - season and we
take it not lightly that you are still mindful of us, to know what is going on in Uganda and to help us. We continually bless the
Lord for you and your continued support to our children, staff and community through many years. May the hand of the Lord
continually provide and protect you through these difficult times and may God bless you”
With no government support for schools like Rock of Joy, with your help we have been able to cover the salaries of 20
members of staff for the last 5 months and to help with other needs. Their 16 teachers’ salaries range from £65 £150 per month (based on a government pay scale) depending on qualifications and the 4 support staff; bursar, cook,
matrons salaries range from £30 - £90 per month. Obviously, we don't know when things will return to some kind of
normality for them so we will be working with Pastor Steve to consider options as this situation continues.

A Place of Hope and Rock Stars 2020

Some of our Rock Stars who met with Gordon & Sue in
April 2019 to proudly share their achievements.

Our “Place of Hope” scheme allows people to provide a free place at
Rock of Joy for a child for only £10 a month. As well as this, each year
we hope to find sponsors to support 5 graduates from Rock of Joy to
receive a secondary education. There are now 20 young people, known
as Rock Stars, studying at a nearby school and 4 receiving vocational
training at a specialist college. A number of our Rock Stars have
completed secondary school; some have received government
scholarships - a trainee dentist, a teacher, whilst others have learnt
practical skills such as tailoring, brick laying, car mechanics,
hairdressing and metal work & have recently started earning &
supporting their families. It is exciting to see how your help sponsoring
them through secondary school has given them and their families hope
and dreams for the future. We have 5 new Rock Stars this year who
have not been able to begin school - if you would be interested in
sponsoring one of them please complete the attached form.

To make a donation to The Kabanda Trust
If you would like to help support Rock of Joy through the current crisis or with
anything else you can complete the attached from & return it to us at the address
below. ALTERNATIVELY you can make a one-off or regular donation to us via Just
Giving - just search for The Kabanda Trust on their website.

Donate with
JustGiving

We are pleased to announce our brand new website

www.thekabandatrust.org.uk

is currently under construction and will soon be up and running. PLEASE NOTE our new email address. We would like
to save paper & postage and contact you by email in future. To help us with this, if you have an email address please
would you confirm your email address by sending one to us asking us to communicate with you via email.

admin@thekabandatrust.org.uk.
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